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Introduction

Everyone has a right to quality education. Yet, today 75 million children and 774 million adults are
missing out. We know that when individuals have the chance to learn basic life and literacy skills,
they flourish, their families are enriched, and their communities are transformed.

Call to Prayer

“We are convinced anew that education is our response to the cries of Creation, the concrete
expression of our solidarity with all. Therefore, we promote education for all, especially those who
are marginalized and forgotten. Whenever possible, we link our ministries across the world. We
collaborate with others on all levels, sharing our charism and spirituality. Together we carry our
mission into the future.” (Call to Solidarity)

Twelve year old Sakina lives in the far northwest of Nigeria where in some places as few as 1 in 3
girls are enrolled in school and many more girls drop out of school due to severe poverty and

harmful traditional practices.
1 used to go to the primary school here in Tudun Kose but now I’'m too old to go there and
there isn’t enough money to send me to the secondary school which is far away. Also, they
are preparing me to get married soon. There are a few boys who have asked my father if they
can marry me but a choice hasn’t been made yet. I spend my day fetching water and
pounding millet to make grain for our meals.

What we know . . .
= Girls represent 60 percent of all children out of school. Education saves lives by giving women
the confidence and power to make better choices for themselves and their children.
= Globally, nearly 250 million children have to work to help their families. They miss out on things
like school, playing sports and making friends.
= Millions of children are forced to drop out of school, often due to poverty, before they can
complete even a basic education.
= Half of the world’s out of school children live in communities where the language used in school
is different to that used at home. This is an enormous barrier which affects learning.
= Teacher shortages are made worse by lack of resources and the unpredictability of aid. 18 million
more primary teachers are needed by 2015 if we are to achieve the promise of Education for All.
What we believe . . .
= Everyone has the right to education . . . Education shall be directed to the full development
of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms. (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 26)



» [fyou are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade plant trees; if you are
planning for a lifetime, educate people. (Chinese Proverb)

» Education is a human right with immense power to transform. On its foundation rest the
cornerstones of freedom, democracy, and sustainable human development. (Kofi Annan, 7"
Secretary-General of the UN)

=  We know from study after study that there is no tool for development more effective than the
education of girls and women. No other policy is as likely to raise economic productivity, lower
infant and maternal mortality, improve nutrition, promote health—including the prevention of
HIV/AIDS—and increase the chances of education for the next generation. (Kofi Annan, Seventh
Secretary-General of the UN)

= United and content with little, we go out into the whole world, into the tiniest villages, into the
poorest dwellings, wherever the Lord calls us, to bring poor children the good news of God’s
kingdom. (Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger )

= For us education means enabling persons to reach the fullness of their potential as individuals
created in God’s image and assisting them to direct their gifts toward building the earth. (You Are
Sent, C 22)

Called to solidarity with all Creation we are ready, personally and communally, to risk all we are and
all we have for the sake of the mission of Jesus Christ. (Call to Solidarity)

=  What are we willing to risk to ensure education for all?

=  What is God asking of us at this new moment? What does the Gospel demand?

=  What does our charism require? What would Blessed Theresa have us do?

Whether you’re an educator, concerned citizen, or community leader, there are many ways for you to
spread the word about the need for all people everywhere to have a quality education. Tell your
elected officials that you expect them to keep their promises. Contact local media and remind them
of their responsibility to inform the public. Teach about the right to education and encourage your
students to act.

Join the Global Campaign for Education and help ensure everyone gets an educated start that could
change their lives and the lives of their families. The campaign exists in over 100 countries, and is
made up of hundreds of civil society organizations dedicated to working for quality education for
all. Plan to take part in the April 22" “Big Read” during this year’s Education Action Week, April
20-26, 2009. Details are available at www.campaignforeducation.org/bigread/

Closing Prayer

As members of an international congregation, we recognize our obligation and opportunity to
develop a world vision and a sense of global responsibility. Our internationality challenges us to
witness to unity in a divided world; to discover unsuspected ways of sharing what we have with the

poor and the marginalized; and to search for new channels of service in the universal church. (You 4re
Sent, C 26)

Picture: M. Monika Schulze, SSND, BY Prepared by Ann Scholz, SSND
Director of the SSND UN-NGO

for the Shalom International Office,

Rome, Italy.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


